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WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 22, 1873. jj
8m.1 have the honor to state that since my last s

report tea ships of war have been inspected before
going to sea, and found to be properly flttea out j,
and in nearly every esse an improvement over the t

previous year.
®

I do not Know that there is anything more to be
desirld in the manner of fitting out vessels for K
sea, except that lorther facilities for J

saving urn
should be provided. 1 have not yet heard of any £
ship going to or returning from sea, that had the *

means in case of Are or other accident, ol pro- e

viding lor the safety of her crew by boats or life 1

raits, for it is quite certain that in the hurry of a t
lire or collision, proper rafts could not be impro- h

vised. 1
The last thing at an inspection is to see what |

facilities a ship has for saving her crew.a much I
more important problem at present than in former 1

times, when torpedoes were not nsed in naval (
warfare. Yet, as I said before, m no instance has i
a United States vessel been fonnd provided with <

the means of saving her crew; and onr boats are j
oven, in many Instances, inferior for this purpose t
to those provided for ocean passenger steamers.

I have referred to this important subject in j
several reports to the department, and again 1

recommend that it receive the attention it merits. >
No ship can carry boats enough to save her crew
In a heavy sea, bat llle rafts can be fitted to the
vessel In snch a way as .not to encumber her or
look oat or place, and with their aid a whole ship's
company could be saved.
8ome officers object to these life-saving appliancesas unsightly, and make any excuse to leave

them behind, and the gutta percha rafts are stowed
away in boxes, unused and without ventilation
mil they become unserviceable.
I would recommend, therefore, that every ship

la the navy should have a monthly exercise to
test the efficiency of the means at hand for
transporting the crew, and the result reported
to the department. I venture to say that at
every trial some useful experience will be gulned, c
and, in case of the destruction 01 any of oar ves- i
els hy torpedo®, the good results ol such practical E
experiments would be seen. j y
The best lire rafts are those of Commodore c

Ammen, Torrey's gutta percha and the hammock o
lue preserver, the latter recommended by Mr. h
K. B. Forbes, a gentleman who has at bis own g
expense undertaken experiments In life- »
saving apparatus, which should properly gbe conducted by the government. These [experiments of Mr. Forbes have shown the wpy to r
save llle under all circumstances, and if the re- asalts are utnntpri rhpv will nrnvn vert I
itt ilk wbo have to encounter the perils of the sea. B

i herewith enclose one or My. Forbes' pamphlets v
en the subject*
Nine ships have been Inspected on their return g

tnm tea, and wlthoat exception have been found plu creditable condition. This speaks well lor the fj
seal add energy of the commanders and officers, g
who have a pretty hard time in maintaining dis- o
dpUne among the cosmopolitan crews with which d
oar snips are manned, with rules scarcely strln- n
gent enough even for times oi peace. a

crews. u
ha sxanihUag the returns of inspections abroad, p1 Hud the universal excuse lor deficiencies "short- u

ness of crews," and although In some cases these n
excuses are hardly admissible, yet. on the whole, t
our snips'companies are about flfteen per ceut. t
lie low the complement, which should not be the c
case with vessels of war. The calculations ror our \
ships' companies have already been made very ft
close, and no supernumeraries, as in foi mer times,
allowed, consequently the loss or ten (10) working- g
men would be lelt even In the largest or our ves- ti
aels, and a single one must be missed in a small p
vessel. Yet, tr a commanding officer should meet a
with defeat owing to the shortness of his crew, 1
fear that be would Una little sympathy on that ac- a
count. i y

In my last report to yon 1 nearly exhausted this ti
subject, but as no remedy has yet been applied to ti
the growing evil, 1 again beg leave to suggest that g
some legislation from Congress be procured by i:
which the navy can be properly manned, both as
regards numbers and material. 1 o
After careiul study and an experience of many b

years at sea I adhere to the opinion 1 have hereto- c
lore expressed In my reports from time to time to
tue department, that g

AN APPRENTICE SYSTEM, n
based on the plan 1 lately submitted to yon, should g
be adopted lor the service. ti

It lias hitherto been thought that our merchant tl
marine would be a school from which we could b
always recruit seamen, whereas the navy is now h
actually the school from which merchants obtain a
tbeir best men, and the wages in the merchant ti
marine are so much better than those in the o
navy, the inducements held out by the latter b
are insufficient to keep men in the naval service, u
Seamen are merchantable articles and naturally b
go where they can get the highest pay. They tlnd si
the merchant service more desirable and more re- n
munerative than the navy, which men enter s
deeply in debt lor an outlit which should be lur- n
wished them tree of cost. . o

it Is possible that in adopting the apprentice s<
system as now existing in the British Navy we u
might at the end of five years' appreutlceship be c
still 'urnishing men lor the merchant marine, but ti
we wonld get them again In time of war, and u
would then experience the benefit of having sea- s
meu educated in the navy and attached to their s
country and flag.

in all probability a large number of apprentices ti
would elect to remain by the service and enjoy the h
benefits arising trom continuous employment, n
At all events no harm could result from the adop- t
turn of the system, and wc should securo a larger l
muiuuvi ui umivc a.uiericuas man we nave ai i
present In the service; lor frequently wiien our t<
uuips return from a cruise about the only na- ptiouallty they have la in their officers and the flair u
Hying at the peas. u

jay last report was very fun on this subject, and q
pave indisputable tacts to corroborate wnat i now l:
write. a

1 beg leave to call your attention to one defect c
in some of the smaller vessels, which lias on sev- t
eral occasions been noticed by the Inspecting s
Board, and wnicn is obvious to officers of the navy t
generally.that is, the batteries are too heavy for v
the vessels and the guns too large for the breadth s
01 beam. This applies more particularly to the n
mue-lncb guns on board vessels of the 11
Plymouth class and those below their tonnage, sTtic breadth of beam does not allow the working of n
the nine-inch guns to advantage, and In tune of t
action they would knock themselves to pieces s
against the coamings. Without referring to other p
disadvantages, I recommend that a suitable o
eight-inch gnu be substituted for the nine-inch. c
There is but little difference In the weight and d
range of the eight-Inch shot, and its effects t
against a wooden vessel would be almost as
destructive. Neither gun would have any effect s
against an ordinary iron-clad unless acoi- t
dentally striking some very vulnerable part. *
Some of the vessels above alluded to a

could probably carry a couple more of the a
eight-incn guns In consequence of lighter a
weight, owing to a decrease of calibre. ti
The ctghr-tncli gun could also be more rapidly u
Jianoied with a lewer number of men, and in uiy s
opinion, at ordinary range, ten eight-Inch guns u
would be superior to eight nine-inch. p

It is a dlHDuteil noint with some officers what v
constitute* neavy guns; but ccriatnly there can be li
no doubt of an eight-inch being considered a Heavy ti
gun, as it ii one or tbe iavorite guns of the service, p
ana only a few years ago but lour of tuein were c
placed on board our largest frigates.In my last report 1 drew your attention to the ti
want of steam capstans In the navy, and gave reo- ifaous for their use. I recommend their adoption in s
the ships now building. No sinp-of war can be v
-thoroughly efficient without them. . a1 also mentioned the necessity of bunding more e
'buoyant steam cutters, with models better adapted t
to a heavy sea, such as our steam cutters are oitenobliged to encounter. Their machinery and boilersare now all that is required and are capable of vdriving boats or larger size. nHome improvements of late years have been tmade in the cabin allowances, but the increased sprice ol living abroad causes officers to incur ex- o
peases lar beyond1 their means, and at tne end of a II
cruise they arc oiten heavily in debt. tjTUK PAT OP OlIR dVPlCBKS 8
may appear liberal to those accustomed to live is Iiretired places, but when it Is remembered that athey have to provide for their lamiliewon shore a
dunug their absence from home and arccpt and A
ri t'jrrr the hospitalities of foreign officers without o
aay allowance irom government, a differentopinion will prevail. Naval men are proverbially f<hospitable, anil Knropean governments, desiring atheir oUlcere to be so. afford them all necessary

FEW TOR
Mm TUB (MM are pitfWta With the remalt*humn lad the tables are fltted to the
malleet.Mere, «M ear nehey should he equally
iberaL Bach a system jMkea aa omcer very inMDeaden*aai eaaMaaMm to leave home to join a
hip at a moment's notice, no matter in what part
f tae world she may be. without encumbering
Imseli witn tveuMeeome effects aud going to an
zpeane which he eaa ID afford.
To show the difftrrnrn between the pay of our
wn and foreign offleera, I will compare the grade
l rear admiral in the United States and In the
Intlsh Navy.
The pay or an aMcer la tbeUrltlsh Navy ia given
or the support of himself and lamily; but to preeotthe commander of a vessel being put to pecuiiaryInconvenience, thus Impairing his usefulness,
ha government aMw taote money and other
.uolument*. Thus a rear admiral or commodore
f the ttrat claaa receives $5,478, with an allowance
f $8,219 lor table money, servants, Ac., amonntagin all to $13,685 per annum, or more than twice
saaueh aa the lull sea pay of our rear admlrate
float.
Tnts dlffereuee is itlll greater when it cornea to
be pay of higher officers, for instance, an adairal01 the fleet receives $19,160 and a vice ad-
lira! $16,510, beanlea otber allowances. Prom
bis It will be seen bow inadequate would be
leeraed toe par of our commanding omcers bp
tner governments. In addition to the above,
II commanding officers are allowed "table
iioney" for entertainments, which enables them
o leave a sufficient amount ol pay at home to snporttheir families.
1 doubt If'we nave an admiral, oaptaln or cemaaaderafloat who is not sorely pinched on acoontoi the various calls upon his hospitality, and

luty on shore la naturally so much more agreeable
,nd less oppressive that officers hesitate to seek
ea service.
Some may urge that our officers abroad are not
bilged to Incur these expenses, but it would not
nek very courteous in any commander, after paradingol the hospitalities of a foreign officer, to get
ip h.s anchor aau steam out ol port to avoid relprocatlng.
Courtesies between officers tend to cement the
>ond of kind leeling which one nation experiuecstoward another, and they should, therefore,eceive the largest encouragement.
On two occasions within my knowledge the
Hate Department have paid out some $10,000 to
nable the commanding officer of the Knropean
Iqoadron to return civilities and do honor to our
ountry, and these precedents it would be well to
ollow.
It is not Just that, officers out of a pay only buiIcientror the support oi themselves and families,
noil Id be subjected to any expense In returning
lospltalitles which are absolutely of a national
sharacter. 1 speak In behalf of the navy, have no
lersonal interest in tue matter and trust that a
ibcral view will be taken of the subject and all
iudhidhi minwauw uiuue to prevent officers abroad
rom being placed in embarrassing positions and
mbjected to unnecessary expense. Tnls subjectlaterally belongs to Congress, but the department;an in a measure regulate the matter ol allowances
ina add to the comlort of commanding officers
ibroad as well as those in command of shore stolons.

A PKTIT10N
ias been numerously signed by officers of the navy,ncluding myself, asking that tne hags of Admiral,fice Admiral and Rear Admiral In existence durngthe war, together with tue old broad pennant,
>c restored to the service, to take the place or the
lags now worn. The present flags are dlstasteiul
;o the offioers and meu, and do not afford the dlsInctlonbetween the grades that they were orlgilailyintended to effect. There are traditions conlectedWith the old flags that are dear to the
ifflccrs and men who served during the late war
Or the Onion, and we do not want to lose the old
ibjects so familiar to those who have served a
lletime in the navy. Admiral rarragut was slowedto retain the flag under which he had
piined his renown until the day of bis death, but
t was then abolished and the navy now asks that
t may be resuscitated. The younger officers now
:omlng forward will look up to the old flag with
nore pride than to the one at present worn, which
lgnlfles nothing at all. It was incorrectly suplosedthat 1 was responsible lor this change
d flags, bnt such la not the case. 1 never did l(ke
he flag proposed, but tne alteration was
teemed advisable by the chief of B\iregu. who hacjhurge 01 such matters, on the ground that tlie
tew flag would assimilate with those of foreignlatlons who had adopted a uniform system. This
ras a lact: but as tnere was no national sentiment
onnected with the loreigu flags as there was with
urs I think the change unadvlsable. The new flag
laving been tried lor some years and given no
atisiactlon, the officers of the navy have petitioned
trongly lor the change, which i trust you will
rant.

TORPEDOES.
The torpedo system tus occupied my particular
ttentiou during the past year, aud although much
ngaged in matters relating to tne building of the
>ew torpedo Teasel, 1 have jet found time to ineBtigatethe experiments maue in other quarters.
I am confirmed in my opinion that the torpedo
ystein, although still in Its infancy, is destined to
>iay a most important part In ruture naval warire,so that the nation most advanced in torpedo
cience will possess great advantages over all
there. To us, who seem to experience so much
lttlcultv in maintaining a navy, it is absolutely
lecessary that we should devote more time and
ttentlon to the subject of torpedoes than other
latlons, and make a liberal outlay for this pur-
ose. 1 regret taoay that there is not so much
merest displayed, in the torpedo question In our
avy as Its importance deserves, lor 1 know of out
wo vessels ihat have gone to quarters and lired
belr torpedoes the same an If lu action. I am
onvlnced that proper attention will not be given
o this subject until special instructions are issued
rom the department.
Although the theoretical instruction hitherto
lven at the torpedo station has been of a very in-
cresting kind, 1 think a much larger amount ol
radical experiments could be substituted with
dvantage.
Odlccrs would naturally feel more interested in
ctual practice than in mere theory. 1 have conersodwith several who have been under instrucionat the station, and, although they express
heuiselves pleased with the information they have
amen, they seem on the whole not sorry to have
as tney suppose) "finished with tho business. "

iu uij ujuuivu, uv wiic tau iuuhc a |uuu iui |icuu
ffloer unless his heart is in the work, and tience 1
elieve It well to make the duty as attractive as
trcunistunccs will admit.
At present the torpedo station la a theoretical
chool without sufficient practice, and tlie expertleutsare not altogether suited to impress the
tudentB with the importance of the work on which
aey are engaged. I am pleased to say, however,
liat some very good and useful practice has lately
en had at Newport while fitting the Mononga-

ela, which will do more to impress the officers
ud crew of that ship with the power of torpedoes
ban anything else could have uone. A number of
fficers would lUe to go to Newport for instruction,
ut some oi the rules o! the station seem to them
iconsistent with the relations that should exist
etween seniors and Juniors where the latter are
uperintendcnts auu Instructors. Now, in foreignavies.Eugiaud, tor Instance.the torpedo mtructlonIs under the Immediate supervision of a
ear udmiral or officer 01 high rank who has the
pportunity oi selecting the best officers In the
ervice as assistant Instructors. Two rear adlirals,ten commodores and a large number of
aptaius and commanders are now under instruclonIn the British Navy, and'seeing the difficulty
1 the way of our luture pr ogress in torpedo induction,I recommend that a like course be puruedwith us.
Among all the officers who have studied at the
orpedo station 1 have met with noue who seemed to
ave invented anything or proposed any improveleuton what has been done before. Tbis is, l
hiuk, because they are uot sufficiently interested,
t should lie the pcucy to encourage every officer
o use all his faculties to bring the torpedo syseiuto perfection. In my several visits to the toredostation during tne present year and during
jy sojourn there oi two months it was evident to
le that the means of instruction were lnadeuate.Tnere are only two or three small
lunches attached to the station, and they
,re not at ait suited iur tne wora, ana there is no
ourse of tustruction whatever lor defence against
urpc'.loeB. It is evident that to make the torpedo
chuul what It should he a wore liberal expend!ureis required, and the cost of one small ship of
rar annually for tins purpose would ne money
veil spent, i'here should be added to the present
leans of instruction four large steel launches,
ity leet In length and ten feet beam, with double
crews lor quick manoeuvring, and all other
lodern appliances; also the different kinds or
01-pedoea lor harbor defence, tbe various nets and
pars for the protection 01 vessels agaiust tor-
euoes, ana a good monitor lrom which to send
ff the Lay torpedo, lor 1 do not believe sbips will
ome close enough to port to be injured by that
evice, and we must consequently go some diaauceirom shore to attack them,
la addition to this, there should be sections oft
hips or lrou buoys made equally as strong, to test
he effect of the different'torpedoes tired irom the
rater level to twenty leet below. Specimens of
11 lorelgn torpedoes should be bought and tested,
nd remedies applied against their attack. Such
s prove good we should adopt Into the navy, and
each our ortlcers now to encounter and use them
nder all circumstances. I merelv make these
nggestions without going Into details, but the
beral expenditure of moae.v in this matter of toredoeswould, uo doubt, give birth to many deiceA nut t.timnrhr. of At nr«*m»nt A orrour rt«*ai nf

mporunoc has been given to rtie Harvey torpedo,lie Fiah torpedo and the Lay torpedo, ana the
robabillty 01 their destroying ships under all ciruinstances.
No doubt all these are formidable contrivances,

o a certain extent, and a commanding officer
inoraut ol the manner In which their attach
liould be met would be In danger ol losing his
csael; but with an understanding of the suulect
nd a vessel oft equal speed any commander could
lude aud destroy either ol the torpedoes uieuloned..

SHIPS AND TORPEDOES.
No towing, (living or swimming torpedo yet inentedIs a matcn lor a smart vessel properly
rrned, with her crew at the guns, uud it re for
his reason that 1 recommend tne construction <Pf
o many large launches lor the purpose of teaching
Ulcers how to manoeuvre in attacking and repelngthe attacks of torpedoes or torpedo vessels,
ifficers would soon find out the difficulty of detrovfnga ship properly handled by means of towng'torpedoes, unless the torpedoes were hidden,
linougn it might be easy enough to blow up
vessel not on the alert or one improperly handled.
vessel of equal speed need have no tear of an

pponent carrying either
THE HARVEY OR FISn TORPEDO,

ir these Inventfons'can only be successfully used
gainst snips taken by surprise or lying at anchor.
As a protection against such contrivances 1
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wonld recommend that nil oar ships be supplied
with twenty-lour poind howitsers to fire it them
over the stern sou quarter when coming up or
down upon their decks when close on board.
An Intelligent commanding officer will naturally

bring either of these torpedoes astern oi his vessel,which it Is easy to do in daylight, no matter
Irom what direction they may approach. 11 irom
ahoad he can turn on bis heel; ir from abeam he
can change his course eight points and the Harvey
torpedo vessel with all her reels and towing lines,
deck crowded with men, Ac., would soon be hora
de combat unless she were shotproof, which, 1
presume, It Is not intended soeh vessels should be,
lor a torpedo boat must be light and able to
manoeuvre quickly.
In llghta netween two or more ships, when the

vessels, ss Is alwags the ease, are enveloped In
smote, these torpedoes will be extremely lormida-
Die, ana it win require nu tne ingenuity or a commandingonicer to guard against tneir attacks.
Tiw practice 1 recommend, oi manoeuvring in
team launches, will teach officers to provide lor

all contingencies.
Any ship can be arranged with a heavy net all

around, from the bowsprit eno to the end of the
spanker boom, which, fastened to her lower yards
(the yards resting on the gunwale), can be kept
triced np and dropped just before the Harvey or
Pish torpedo gets within striking distance. The
torpedo wouidbe exploded twenty feet from the
ship, and would do no barm except to the net.
Nine thread ratline stuff made into a sufficientlysmall network to prevent one of these
torpedoes passing through the interstices would
explode a Harvey or Pish torpedo belore It could
reach the ship's side.
Here, then, is a most interesting and important

experiment to try. The network is the only certaindeience a ship can have against anything that
dives, although it is a poor protection against a
torpedo on a bar connected with a properly constructedtorpedo vessel with appliances lor cutting
through the net.
such a torpedo vessel will be found the most

dangerous to deal with, for there will be no
chance lor an enemy to avoid her unless with superiorspeed. With iron decks ana men all under
cover grapeshot would do the torpedo vessel little
damage, and offering but a small target to lire at
solid Bhot would seldom strike her, especially at
night or in a log. Yet all these matters are problemsonly to be worked oat by actual experlmeut,
and we are solving them too slowly.
In the late experiments conducted on board the

United States steamer Mononghahela, where a
bulk was Mown up by a spar torpedo, the ship
running lor the quarter of the hulk, two large
pieces of timber containing several bolts were
thrown back on board the ship, together with
some smaller fragments of debris. To avoid casualtiesat such times every ship in the navv should
be supplied wttb a rope splinter netting as a portionof ber regular outfit.

1 feel 1 am touching on tender ground when I
reier to the question as to how far naval jurisdictionextends in tne protection of onr coasts aud
harbors with torpedoes. No matter how well
drilled a soldier may be at bis several duties, ho
can never be as much at home in a boat or on
shipboard as a seaman, nor can an army officer as
well direct the management of a boat or vessel as
an ofllcer 01 the navy.
Torpedoes planted to defend a harbor shohld be

laid down by men accustomed to boats and skilled
In the management of lines and tackles. Along
the open coast or on the ocean, torpedo duty must
of necessity fall to the lot of the navy.
During the War of the Rebellion the torpedo

duty ol the enemy afloat, was In the hands of rebel
naval officers, who managed it with great success,
taking Into consideration the small means at their
command.

IN TIME OP WAB,
the duty of the soldier defending the harbor is in
the fort, where he can protect with the are of his
guns, the torpedoes planted to obstruct the channel.for torpedoes without protection from guns
on Bhore would be useless, and the guus on shore
would not prevent the passage of vessels without
the torpedoes, but in handling torpedoes in boats
In all weathers, seamen alone can be relied upon.
The question then arises, will not the navy, In

case ol war. be called ubon to orotcct our coast by
torpedoes, and ought there not to be a system
adopted and provision made to meet lntnre emer'^nnloffie

conntrtes there is a torpedo corps, composedof officers and men taken from the navy,
whose sole duty it la to look after the coast aud
harbor defences relating to the torpedo.

I am strongly In favor of such a corps in onr
navy, with a permanent head, the junior offieers
to serve a length of titne equal to that served at
sea or on other duty.
The organization of a proper torpedo corps will

necessarily be irom the navy for the reasons 1
have stated, and as It will eventually become a
most important part of our naval system we
should take advantage of the present opportunity
and commence the establishment.

It will be rather late when war breaks oat to begina discussion on a matter that 1b quite plain
enough already to all who have examined the subject,lor the enemy would pass the gates while the
argument was going on.
In my opinion, it is simply the duty of the army

to lire torpedoes from the stations alter they have
been planted. For thiB they should have the
proper appliances and every means for knowingthe arrival 01 an enemy's vessel over a torpedo
neat.

1 have said so much on this subject to show that
to the navy the most important torpedo appropriationlor operating on the water should be made,
and lor those torpedoes used on land the appropriationshould be made to the army. Commonsense would Indeed point out that the
deience of harbors and coasts where there are
nttnri ilntiirnrnna hura unrl ltnaa t\t hponhara nithap

with lioaiiug, turning, submarine or any other
kind ot torpedoes in any way connected with a
vessel should be manipulated bi naval officers and
men. .>
A nnc should oe drawn between the dnties of the

ariny, and navy where one terminates and the other
commences, otherwise there will be contusion.

NAVAL PRILL.
I would respectfully call yonr attention to the

fact that the quarterly returns 01 exercises are not
as full as the regulations require or as Is deslruble
lor the purpose 01 maintaining efficient drill. Mo
ship can be a thorough mau-of-war unless

Jierfect in all her drills and ready
or any emergency. A ship going intoaction should oe able to strip for
the fight in a lew momenta, for with all her top
hamper up and rigging rove, she runs the risk of
louilng her propeller Bhould a mast be shot away,
and crippling her guns by tailing spars. Now that
battles are to be fought under steam there is no
longer any necessity for spars aloit in time of
action; but constant exercises are necessary to
make the ship thoroughly efficient.

EXTRAORDINARY SEAMANSHIP.
On one occasion, while In command of the Naval

Academy, l saw a sloop-of-war with royal yards
across, rigging rove and sails bent stripped to her
lower rigging and her rigging all tallied in seventeenminutes, and this Ltie work of young mldshlpmeuwithout previous preparation. 1 have
frequently seen the same thing done in half an
hour, but 1 hardly think any of our ships now
in commission can do as well. The reasons
assigned by commanding officers for not performingall the exercises do not always seem to me
valid, and lrcquently no explanation at all is given
of omissions. Many complaints are made that the
irou work on board our ships gives way during the
exercises; and this Is given as an excuse for not
sending up and down topmasts and lower yards;tor, of conrse, no comraunuing officer should risk
the lives of men on doubtiui iron hooks or bolts.
But there is a simple remedy lor this, which is to

have every bolt, bar or hook tested to see what it
will bear, and a test mark put on it.
Where iron breaks it is always the case that it

has been previously put together by only about
one-firth of its thickness.the fault or bad lorging.
Ships stationed In the tropics have neglected

tlieir exercises on the ground or the excessive heat
muting them oppressive to the crews. But lew ol
the exercises occupy over ten minutes; and 1/ the
crews are called to quarters daily, cast, loose, ruu
lu and out the guns and secure, It will do no one
any harm. The^ending up and down of topgallant
yards and masts requires not more thun three
mluutes, lu the cool ol the morning and evening;
loosing and rurllng sails require, at the most, three
minutes, and the sails are quite us well preserved
on tne yards as In a sail room, where they are apt
to mould and rot. I think these things will strike
intelligent officers as they do me.
On the whole (be exercises, as far as they go

considering the shortness of our crews, are fairly
perlormed.
In endorsing the reports of commanding officers

I am obliged to be governed by what is stated
therein. *

UNIFORMING THE SEAMEN.
I notice that the uniicrms of our seamen do not

yet coniorm to regulations, and that some officers
ulter it to suit their own taste, which is not warrantedby custom or regulation. The present
uulform is appropriate and as Inexpensive as it
can be made, and indicates the several distinctionsamong the sailors, yet I have seen the
boat's crew of a ship some time In commission
wearing three different varieties or uniform,
none of them regulation. Tne only change1 would recommeud In the uniform Is
is the abolition o( the dungaree collar to the blue
flannel shirt, aud the substitution of blue nankeen
on the collars ol white frocKs in place of dungaree,
which washes all the colors ol the rainbow.

STKAM DEPARTMENT.
The seamen-flreinen and seamen-coalheavers

suh-tituteit in place ol the old rates ot tlremen and
coalheavers, do not like the duty assigned them
when steam is raised. The ilutv Is unnnnniar h*.
cause, as a rule, steam is seldom used, auil the
extra pay allowed lor these occasions will not
even pay for the clothing worn out.
Firemen and coal heavera being, as one may

say, denizens or the lower teutons in a ship of
war, have stow boles or boxes allowed them in
which to keep their steaming and coaling clothes,
hut a seaman has onlv his hag where he keeps his
best apparel, and he cunuot provide for this extra
steam duty. TM result is that most or the seamendlreinenaud seamen-eoalheavers desert, and
1 would recommend that the system be changed.
1 he duties are so distinct that it is quite out of
the question to make a good fireman out oi a
sailor.

SCHOOL SIMP.
Having visited the Naval Academy practice ship

the past summer, I beg leave to submit a lew remarksin relation to that vessel. Although a fine
ship of her class I do not think her altogether
adapted to the purpose lor which she is used, The
midshipmen are too much crowded together and
are thrown too much with the crew, which la not
at all desirable.
When the Tennessee is finished she will make an

excellent school ship, and, being provided with
the best kind ol steam engiues. will afford a fine
means ol instruction in that branch for midshtpaiidcadet engineers. Ii she is keut constantly
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Id commission with a picked crew, the ship
will afford a pood school of discipline, and
the importance of having everything on board
a ship or war kept in good order
will be Impressed upon the youtbfm mind. Besides,the midshipmen wonhl in this way learn
more or the routine of the regular service In throe
mouths than they would In three cruises in a
vessel hurriedly flttea out and with a green crew
on board.

I herewith inclose reports of inspection of receivingsnip and the general condition of vessels
of the monitor class. Those that have been reconstructedon the plan I recommended are excellentvessels, much more comfortable and efficientthan before, and will be serviceable for many
years to come.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
obedient servant,

DAVID D. PORTER, Admiral.
hod. uborub M. RubtsoN, secretary of the Navy.

Monitor*.
Wahuinoton. O. C., NOV. 0, 1873.

8ih.As an addition to my report I beg leave to
submit the following In relation to monitor*:.
Mnce my last report the Bangus Uta been completelyrepaired, as recommended, and la now

an excellent vessel and la at sea. The Manhattan
baa been repaired in a similar manner, and can be
got ready for sea in a short time. The Wyandotteand Nabant are being repaired and will be finished
In six months. Toe C'anonicus, being repaired in a
similar manner, will be ready in tbree months.
When finished all the above named vessels will be
mncb improved, and will laat lor many years with
very few repairs.

ihe following named vessels of the Nabant class
now at League Island should be repaired in tbe
same manner as those beioro mentioned, as tbey
bave good hullB and machinery, although rotten in
their woodwork.

Nantucket, Catskill,
Jason, Lehigh,

Passaic.
These vessels can be repaired in six months bygiving the work to separate firms, and would cost

$180,000 each. I beg leave to renew my recommendationwith regard to the Pnrltau. She has a
fine hull, and, if finished on the new plans, will
make an admirable monitor and ram. 1 also recommendthat the Terror, one of tho finest vessels
in tbe navy, De rebuilt with an Iron hull, which
oonld be done In seven mouths. At the Boston
Navy Yard the light draP monitors Bhawnee and
Wosauc should be repaired like the rest, at a cost of
$140,000 each.
Tbe Mahopac, at Norfolk, could be ready In a

month at a cost oi $i,ooo. boe is a fine vessel
since the alterations were made in her.
The monitor Amphltnte, at the Naval Academy,

was originally one of the most formidable vessels
in tbe navy, and, thongh deficient in steam power,
has a good hull aud turrets. Bhe could with an
outlay of $180,000 be made a most powerlnl vessel.
The Dictator, at New London, also requires repairswithout delay. She Is one of the best vessels

we have, and would make a powerlnl ram. With
tbe monitors thus repaired we could deiend our
ports against any ordinary enemy, and the work 1
bave proposed on these vessels would not be too
much to undertake at one time.

RECEIVING HUIP8.
I have examined into the condition of the receivingships and find them kept in as good order

by their commanding officers as circumstances
will admit. Borne oi tbem, however, require a
thorough overhauling and repairing to make them
comiortaoic ana etilcient. A suitable place should
be provided on board lor the examination of recruits,and Tor this reason, if for no other, the sick
bay should be placed on the gun deck of a frigateand the upper gun deck or a ship or tne line. Bath
rooms should also be provided lor the ablutions of
recruits when they come on board. Tilts is indispensable,as the recruits nearly always presentthemselves In a condition too fllthy ror physicalexamination. The sick bays should be enlarged,
an none of them will now accommodate more than
fifteen patients. The receiving ships are properlyheated in winter, and in that respect are comiortable.Respectfully submitted,

DAV111 1). PORTKR, Admiral.
Bon. George M. Robeson, secretary of the Navy,

AMUSEMENTS.
The Theatres To-Day.

To-day being celebrated as Washington's Birthday,performances will be given this afternoon at
many of the theatres. At the Grand Opera House
2450" aiya "Huinpty Dumpty Abroad" will be

given, with Mr. G. L. Fox In each. Bryant's will
furnish a charity entertainment for the benefit or
the poor of this city, the programme including the
burlesque on "Cinderella." At the Theatre
Comlque a bill will be Interpreted identical witb
that of the evening, Including "Little Jack Darjwin" and "First Crime; or, The Felon's Wife." At
the Olympic the extensive troupe will apIpear In a highly diversified performance. At
NIDlo's "Leatberstocklng" will be repeated; at
Wood's Museum a variety periorinance and a
"Quiet Family" will be given at eleven in the
morning, and "Dombey & Son" at two in the
afternoon; at the Colosseum entertainments will
be provided irom ten to one and from two to five;
at Tony Pastor's a programme, concluding witli
the b'ilesque, "Little Jack Sheppard," will be lurnisheu;at the Metropolitan Theatre the Martiinettl troupe and other special performers will apIpear; at the Bowery "Horseshoe Robinson,"
"Trip to Jersey" and 'Tom Cringle" will be acted;
at Mrs. Conway's "Tne Stranger" and a favorite
face will be played, and at the New Park Theatre
"The White swan" will be offered. The usual
evening entertainment will also te given at each
pi these houses.

Mm*. Jaaaniehrk at Booth's To-Night.
Mme. Jananschek will this evening begin an

engagement at Booth's Theatre with Lady Dedlock
and Hortense in the dramatization of "Bleak
House," known as "Chesney Wold." The rest of
the cast will include Mr. Milnes Levick as Mr.
Tulkinghorn, Mr. Charles Waicot as Sir Leicester
Dedlock, Mr. Wheeiock as Bucket the Detective,
Mr. Pateman as Mr. Ouppy and Miss Mary Wells as
Mrs. Kouncewell.

Grant! Opera House.Sunday Concert.
The third Sunday concert at this house took

place last evening, and although the attendance
was by no means as large as on the two preceding
occasions, yet It was of dimensions respectable enoughto warrant belief in the popularity and successof these entertainments. There weie three
attractive features. Mile. Ostava Torrlanl, the deservingprima donna of tne Utrakosch troupe, sang
the grand scene of Agatha from "Der Freischlltz"
with the feeling and expression It demanded, and
hnwAtl in t.hp hrillio.nr.v and flpnrnpga nf hssr vnum

no trace ot the trying operatic campaign she has Jnst
concluded in the West and In Boston. M. Victor
Mnurel, of the same company, created a species of
popular luror by his noble reuderlng of Mahomet's
grand war song lrom Rossini's "Siege of Corinth."
Gllmore's Twenty-second Regiment Band played
selections from Meyerbeer, Verdi, Rossini, and (111more,and two or the members of this eminent
body of musicians, Messrs. Arbuckle and Lefebre,
were heard In solos for the cornet and saxophone.
An entire change of programme will occur on next
Sunday evening.

Musical and Dramatic Notes.
The Caroline Rlchlngs-Bernard MuUcai Union appearthis evening at Stelnway Hal).
"bunlight Through the Mist," embracing thiee

continents, four acts, five characters and six
years, Is the new play at the Bowery.
The spring season or Italian opera will be Inauguratedthis evening at the Academy or Music

by the Ntrakosch company with Verdi's "Afda."
Mr. Fred. Rullmann announces a brief season of

German opera at the stadt Theatre, commencing
early In March, with Mme. Pauline Lucca as the
chief attraction.
Mr. Stoddart has been acting in "The Long

Strike" out West with an enthusiasm which is
described as having been highly prejudicial to the
wig of one of the most gifted actresses in his company.
At the Academy of Mnslc next Saturday night

an entertainment will be given by the Charity
Amateur Dramatic. Association (or the benefit of
the Hebrew Relief Society and the Hebrew Be;nevolent Fuel Association. "Love's Sacrifice" will
be presented.
"Le DCmon de Jeu," played at the Holborn

Theatre, London, is said to be a very clever drama,
In which the unconquerable Infatuation of the confirmedgamester Is powerfully and artistically
treated, in spite or its sensational title a high
comedy tone la aald to pervade the dialogue
throughout, and the play la deacrlbed aa remarkablefor the natural and lifelike representation It
affords of acenea which have too frequently been
treated, both by dramatists and actors, In an exaggeratedand violent fashion,
The Cluny Theatre, Paris, has revived "Le Crime

de Faverne," In order to afford its patrona an opportunityof seeing the veteran Frederick Le'
maltre In the part of Seraphln. The small compassof the bonse la aald to be to a certain extent
lavorable to the decayed voice of the famous artist,and some remnant of his "wonted Ores" yet
lives In bis impersonation of the touching rOleot
the Notary; but (says a correspondent) it la a
grave error be commits to keep on thus Dlaylug
long alter his powers are spent. His old popularitystill clings to him, however, and at times
his leeble outbursts of passion are sufficiently appreciatedto bring down the bouse.

TERRIBLE MINING ACCIDENT.
Wilkksbakhs, Pa., Feb. 22, 1X74.

A portion of the roof of shaft No. 4 of the Empire
Mlnea fell In to-day, crushed the engines, injured the
engineer seriously, and John Huss. the fireman,i JutuUy.
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THE IRISH ELECTIONS' CANVASS.
L ,,. t, . j

Progress of the Great Constitutional
Struggle in the Green Isle.

PROTIICIAL DIVISIOH H POLITICS.

Home Kale, Tenant Right, Poblie Education
and the Qieation of the Churehei.

Dublin, Feb. 7, 1874.
However surprising may Dave been the results of

the English elections to liberal politicians, the conclusionof the Irish contests thus far can scarcely
be said to have been unexpected. The issues beforethe electors here were simplicity Itself comparedto the complicated considerations, sectarianismsand feelings affecting the electors on the
other side of the channel. As completely as at
any previous election in Ireland have the questions
on which the contest hinges been defined, but
more than on almost any previous occasion have
the objects and aims ot Irish electors and Irish
election managers been separated from the presentobjects and alms of English political parties.
We have stlil, of course, liberals and conservatives,and we have still the respective cries of

these two parties. 1 may add, too, that, so rar
as the torles are concerned, some local
questions have to a certain extent complicated
their candidatures here; yet the Irish conservativeis in very much the same position and condi- i
tion as the English conservative. He has the same

hopes and fears. He must, from the necessities of
his position, In a sharp electoral canvass be more
pronounced In his professions of Protestantism,
for he has to gratify the Orangemen, with whom
Protestantism is everything; but even in this respecttne Irish tory during the present contest
has not presented such a marked contrast as bis
English confrere has on some former occasions.
There nas been a deal of Protestant feeling importedinto the present struggle on the English
aiue or tne cnannei. it naa, or course, existed also
In Irish conservative quarters; but, so far as I have
been able to observe, It has not been so pronounced
as In previous contests. Other questions have
forced themselves on the attention of politicians.

I shall endeavor to explain
WHY TH18 IS SO.

In this, as in many other great electoral battles,
the Northern and Southern divisions of Ireland
roughly represent two well defined divisions of
opinion. Mark me, I sneak only roughty, for what
I may call the Southern opinions have made inroadson the Northern province, and have eve u

gained some slight victories. I need hardly say that
these Southern political views are summed up in
the great question of home rule. It has absolved
every other political consideration. It was supposedthat it wonld sweep all before It In the
South; that no candidate would have the smallest
hope or chance of success who did not profess the
strongest faith and reliance on home rule principles,as represented and defined by
the Dublin Conference. As a consequence,the great majority of the candidates
before the constituencies were home rulers.
Not all, however. A good many.a very respectable
minority, indeed.appeared on the old liberal
ticket, Some lew on "the conservative platform
and others on a liberal aud modified home rule
programme. But in the main the deciding question
was the approval or the reverse by candidates
01 home rule principles.

very different. A home rule candidate was there
scarcely heard of. In Cavan there are two. lu
Monaghan there is one. Mr. John Madden, a celebratedOrangeman, who refuses to be comforted
for the disestablishment of the Irish Church, and
has become tory nome ruler to despite the
government. But home rule has not penetrated
further into Ulster than those places; and I don't
Know that It is of very vigorous growth even
there. In Belfast, though there are some
home rulers, they have taken no prominent
part in the election ; and what they have done has
been done as liberals In support of the liberal candidate.In the principal Ulster towns.Belfast,
Newry and Londonderry.the contest has been
fought and. decided j>n the old and well deUned
party principles."in the counties and the smaller
boroughs the chief questions at issue have been
tenant-right reform of tha Grand Jury laws and
also of the Fishery laws, though these last occupy
quite an insignificant position in the programme.
The farmers are thoroughly roused on the subject
of tenant right. They wish it secured by law;
they wish it thoroughly well defined; they wish it
to be settled in their favor continuously on paying
a fair rent, with a periodical reverberation; and 1
verily believe that, could the tengnt farmers of
Ulster but once feel sure that the landlords would
never know now they voted, they would to a man
vote against tneir present representatives.

LANDLORD IN IRELAND.
But it is hard to convince them of this. It is

true they have the ballot; and it is humiliating
to confess'that a line or men, usually considered
so sturdy and even bold, should lear to vote

openly for what is so manifestly their own interests.But it must be remembered that lor long
generations they have been at the absolute mercy
of their landlords, who were not always overscrupulousin their dealings with their tenants.
The picture of Hums was often realized.

Puir tenant bodies scant o'casti.
Mow thev muunthule the factor's trash.

That and more.sometimes a good deal more.
The system practised by the Western landlords
was a refined, but cruel and most oppressive sys|
tern of despotism. They were kind at times. They
allowed occasionally on extensive estates the
farmers to sell their tenant rights; but then these
kindnesses were mainly the rewards of political
and practically feudal subserviency, lndepend,ence, individual uprightness, was severely punished.The landlord Insisted upon being ubsolute
master and ruler over the wills and consciences of
his tenants. They dared not think according to
their convictions or consciences; they must con,slder how the landlord thought and go in that
groove or they might find themselves turned out
of house and home, penniless, and without
the smallest hope or redress. They were never
left In doubt as to what were the landlord's generalopinions. The agent lived In "the office." He
distilled the landlord's views to the bailiffs, who
swarmed over many estates.a band of spies and
eavesdroppers, who not onlr domineered over the
tenants, but conveyed to the agent all they saw

and heard. Thus the tenant would never be sure
when his complaints, If he made any, might not
be overneard by some creature of "the office,"
and transmitted thereto with considerable coloring.He was never sure when punishment lor
some rash word or deed might not be hanging
over him. Disobedience at the poll was ruthlessly
punished. There was no pardon for that sin. In
the old days of open voting tenants were abso,lutely driven to the poll In droves like cattle. The
man who dared to be Independent was mercilessly
evicted from his land and hnnted from the
country.

THE CAUSE or THE TENANT.
Need we wonder, therefore, that the present

race of tenants, those who have chosen to remain
and submit to such a state of things, are still fear|
ful of the machinations of the landlords and
doubtful even of the secrecy of the ballot? The
tenant wants tenant right, but ho is fearful that
the landlord might find out how be voted and
punish him accordingly. The landlords and their
agents know the condition of the tenants' mind,
and even now they are worsing upon It. It is a

mean thing to do, nut they do it. Still the iarmereare more thoroughly aroused on this subject
at present than ever I have seen them at any formerelection. 'This feeling has already contributed
powerfully to the lose of such sen fa to the landlord
class as Uoleraine, Dnngannon and Carrtckrergua.
It will, unless I am scry much mistaken, lose many
seats to the same class in the counties. There are'
contests now going on In county Antrim, county
Down, ceuuty Derry, county lioncgal and county
Armaab. in all tlieso tbc viinciuui uucaUon Ufa*

'A
I I* tenant right. in all these tbe lane,

lord* hare candidates and the tenant* hare opposingcandidates. Tbe whole force of landlord power
la being exerted to secure their men and perpetuatetheir system. On the other hand, tbe tenants
undoubtedly leel keenly. In their hearts the* desiremost ardently the success of the tenant righters;but whether they will hare the courage to exprcestheir opinions by rotlnir for the men
who represent these opinions is what I would noc
venture to pronounce Judgment upon. In this respect,however, the present election Is by lar tbe
most lmoortant which has taken ulace for genera-

tions in the North or Ireland. Tlie farmers mar
truat In the secrecy ot the ballot; they may return
tueir chosen representatives by decisive majorities;and if they do, whatever may be the conservativemajority returned In Kngland, the
results of the North of Ireland contests will give a
most powerful impetus to land reform, not only in
Ireland but In the I'nltcd Kingdom.

AT THE MANCHESTER Of TUB NORTH.
In Belfast, as l huve said, the home rulers did

not put forward a candidate. Tliev, so far as they
took any part in the election, supported the Ilb
eral candidate. Yet this gentleman.Mr. Thomas
McClure.who has sat for Ave years as the representativeof Belfe.st in the House of Commons, ban
been on the present occasion defeated by a majorityof more thau two to oue. The result surprised
both liberals aud conservatives, it was whollv unexpected,and many explanations have been given
of it; but irom what 1 have been able to hear
even liberal Presbyteriaus became frightened by
the no-Popery and home rule Duubears. They
do not like home rule. They have a
modest, timorous aud not very tolerant
horror of what they call Popery, and believing or

learing that the liberal candidate was allied with
both, they voted, even against their cherished politicalconvictions, lor the two candidatesMessrs.Johnston and corry.who proclaimed uncompromisinghostility to both home rule aud
Popery. But, though Belfast be lost, say the liberals,we have gained Coleralne and Uungannon.
And, considering that these two towns have been
represented by tory members for a time almost be*
yond the memory of men.beyond the memory, as
least, of any ordinary mortal.it must be confessed
that the liberals in Mils have some rouson lo prluo
themselves.

SENTIMENT AT THE 30PTH.
Turning to the South again, as 1 have already

said, there is there no really disturbing element in
the Dolltical waters. The Question is home role
or no home rule, it Is plaluty put, and a direct
and plain auswer has been requested. It la, o(
course, too soou yet to form a decisive judgment
ou the relative strength on members of the home
rule vote. Mauy elections have yet to be decidedwhere the home rule question la the
sole subject of consideration. But it is to bo
noted.and I speak as an impartial observer, endeavoringto weigh the matter lairly.that, while
the home rulers here, up to the present, have returnedtwenty-six members, they have scarcely returnedone without a contest, and in no instance
.where there was a contest was the home rule candidatereturned by what cau be called a commandingmajority.

in Limerick city Mr. Butt and Mr. O'Shaughnessr,
working together on the same platform, were returnedat the head or tUe poll, but uot so far ahead
as might have been expected in the case of the
lather of home rulo. There were Ave candidates.
Mr. Butt had 856 votes; Mr. O'Shaugnuessy, 848;
but next to him comes a conservative.Mr.
Speight.with 587 votes; next came a liberal, with
ouiy U91 votes. AuTMndeed, here, as in other

Slaces, the liberals have sutlered more from the
otne rulers than the conservatives, in Knnls the
home rule candidate was defeated.by a very narrowmajority, it is true, but still he was defeated.
In Athlone it Is uot yet sure that Mr. shiel, the
home rnler, will be in. It was a tie between him
and the liberal candidate, and the qneation la yet
to be decided as to who will get the seat. It is
well to note these thlugs in tliia, the first electoral
contest in which home rule has been the prominentand testing question.
The elections have been, on the whole,

QUIETLY CONDUCTED.
In Limerick couutv there have been some sen-

ous riots, and one man was stiot dead. Bat otherwisethere has been no serious disturbance. 1 may
resume the subject when the elections have con'eluded, and wneu there will be better materials
lor loruung a judgment; bat at present I am
bound to Incline to the belief that the home rule
agitation has not taken hold or the minds of the
(southern portion or Ireland.not to speak of the
national mind.with that passionate seal which
characterized the repeal movement, for example.
But let us not dogmatize. Many elections are yet
to come, and when these are concluded we shall
have much better and fuller materials sue .wring
a Judgment.

THE MURDER OF HEAL

A Cold Blooded and Cowardly Assassination.full Details of the Crime.Verdictof the Coroner's Jury.
Richmond, Va., Feb. 20, 1174.

Farther details received from Statesvllle, N. C.,
go to show that the murder of the youth Thomas
Charles T. Neal. ot this city, heretoiore reported in

the Herald, was one of the most shocking and
cold blooded on record. Young Ncal was the son ot
Mr. Thomas D. Neal, of this city, one of the most
estimable gentlemen In the community. About
six months ago he went to Statesville and engaged
in the tobacco trade with a man named McElwee.
While there he boarded at the St. Charles Hotel, of
which 1L C. Elliott Is the proprietor. Some three
or four weeks ago young Neal paid a visit to this

city, where his family resides, stating when he left
that he would be absent about two weeks. At the
time he lelt Statesville his hotel oiil amounted to

some $40 or $50. which remained unpaid, but as

Neal was in business there and expected to return
soon he did not regard the bill as of any great
importance.

SLANDER? AGAINST NEAL.
Circumstances, however, combined to render

Near* return at tbe expiration of two weeks impossible,owing to which It began to be freely
spirited about that he had "run away without payingbis debts,".several ol whlcn besides the hotel
mil were not paid, and that he did not intend to
return there. Subsequent Investigations go to
prove that It was Joseph D. Elliott, son of the
hotel proprietor, who gave burrency to these maliciousand unwarranted reports, in corroborationof this fact it is further stated tuat young
Elliott said that 11 Neal did not return at the expirationoi a certain period he would write to his
lather in this city, and request him to forward the
amount of his inilebtedu<»s. contrary to young
Elliott's slanders, however. Neal dirt put In an appearanceon Tuesday lust, the 17th lnst., and it
was not loug beiore he was may informed of the
manner m which he hurt been calumniated. This
naturally enough excited Mini and aroused his induruutiou.una he munf ally went to young Elliott
about the mailer, when

SOME silARP WORDS
were passed between them. This was repeated
frequently when tne parties inet for the next two
days, tue altercations becoming more aggravated
at each encoanier. Oue report states tbat Neat
remarked, "If Joe. Elliott fooled with him he would
kill hlui;" but this is denied by those familiar with
the entire circumstances ol the case. It is admitted,however, tbat Neal did sa.v he "believed ho
would thrash out the wholo set and go to tlie other
hotel." Neal did not leave, as he doubtless intruded,and on Wednesday evening both the young
men met in the oftlco of the hotel, where the quarrelwas resumed. Several epithets were given by
each to the other, witu the usual result of tndamlngboth, though it appears that Neal had the best
of the war ot words. Id the midst or the quarrel,
Elliott, hading he was getting the worst of it, and
likely to (are still worse If he resorted to blows or
began a light, rushed ft-om the room. and. going to
his rather, who was in the rear portion oi the hotel,told lum u he did not put Neal out of the house

"UI WOl'LD KILL HIM."
Upon this Elliott, Sr., seeing the exasperated conditionof his son, became incensed htnisell, and
caiue back into the office an excited partisan of
Elliot, Jr. Without auy intimation he caught hold
of young Neal, who was quietly sitting beiore the
lire, and told him to leave his house, as he did not
want him there any longer. Neal had both bis
bands In his pockets, and, as he did not get up
promptly, Elliott seized him by both shoulders,
from the rear, and began violently dragging htm
to the door. Neal did not resist, but protested
quite loudly sgslnst such treatment, saying,
"Walt, let me tell you;" but Elliott, without payingany attention to his entreaties, continued to
imiu uiiu iu >u< uwi, ic|fc»t!UK an iu« Willie imti
he aid not want blm tn the house anjr
longer, and that he mast leave, several
parties who were tn the room and other* from
without, now crowded aronnd the hotel keeperand the young man. Just as Elliott, Sr., had
Neal near the door pushing him by his shoulders
lrotn the rear, young Elliott sneaked up behind
both, and, reaching his cowardly arm aronnd
young Neal, placed the muzzle of a heavy revolver
against his breast. This was seen by all the spectators,but ere any of them could interfere and
save tne life of the young man the trigger had
been pulled and the report reverberated like a
torpedo explosion. Young Charlie Neal stood lor
an instant, reeled, and falling Into the arms of a
bystander exclaimed "You did it, bat In a cowardlyway." In a moment the young Virginianwas dead. The ball entered the right breast and,ranging crosswise. entered the heart. The mar11dcrer was arrested, and a coroner's, Inquest rantdered a verdict tn scdbrdsnce with the facts a*
above stated. There is great indignation here at

) this cowardly assassination. Young Neat's remainsI arrived to-nivh*. and will be busied to morrow.


